
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

Case No. 22-CR-20169-JEM 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

vs. 

ACISCLO VALLADARES URRUELA, 

Defendant. 
___________________ / 

PLEA AGREEMENT 

The United States Attorney's Office for the Southern District of F lorida (" this Office") and 

ACISCLO VALLADARES URRUELA (hereinafter referred to as the "defendant") enter into the 

following agreement: 

1. The defendant agrees to plead guilty to Count 1, Subpart (b) of the Information, which 

count charges that from on or about January 20 14, to in or about December 2018, in Miami-Dade 

County, in the Southern District of Florida, and elsewhere, the defendant did knowingly and 

willfully conspire to engage in a monetary transaction in foreign commerce through a financial 

institution, in criminally derived property of a value greater than $10,000, which was derived from 

specified unlawful activity, that is, is an offense against a foreign nation invo lving bribery of a 

pub I ic official, or the misappropriation, theft, or embezzlement of pub I ic funds by or for the benefit 

of a public official , in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1957, all in vio lation of 

T itl e 18, United States Code, Section l 956(h). 

2. The defendant is aware that the sentence wi ll be imposed by the Court after considering 

the advisory Federal Sentencing Guidelines and Policy Statements (hereinafter "Sentencing 

Guidelines"). The defendant acknowledges and understands that the Court will compute an 
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2 
advisory sentence under the Sentenc ing Gu idelines and that the appli cab le guide lines w ill be 

determined by the Court relying in part on the results of a pre-sentence investigation by the Court's 

probation office, which investigation will commence after the gu ilty plea has been entered. The 

defendant is also aware that, under certain circumstances, the Court may depart from the advisory 

Sentencing Guidelines range that it has computed, and may raise or lower that advisory sentence 

under the Sentencing Guidelines. The defendant is further aware and understands that the Court 

is required to consider the advisory guideline range determined under the Sentencing Guidelines, 

but is not bound to impose a sentence within that adv isory range; the Court is permitted to tailor 

the ultimate sentence in li ght of other statuto ry concerns, and such sentence may be either more 

severe or less severe than the Sentenc ing Guidelines ' advisory range. K nowing these facts, the 

defendant understands and acknowledges that the Court has the authority to impose any sentence 

within and up to the statutory maximum authorized by law for the offenses identified in paragraph 

1 and that the defendant may not withdraw the plea so lely as a result of the sentence imposed. 

3. The defendant also understands and acknowledges that the Court may impose a 

statutory maximum term of imprisonment of up to IO years, fo llowed by a term of supervised 

re lease of up to five years. In addition to a term of imprisonment and supervised release, the Court 

may impose a fine of up to $500,000 or twice the value of the property involved in the transaction, 

whichever greater. 

4. The defendant further understands and acknowledges that, in addition to any sentence 

imposed under paragraph 3 of this agreement, a special assessment in the amount of $100 will be 

imposed on the defendant. The defendant agrees that any special assessment imposed shal l be 

paid at the time of sentencing. If the defendant is financially unable to pay the special assessment, 
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3 
the defendant agrees to present ev idence to this Offi ce and the Court at the time of sentencing as 

to the reasons for the defendant ' s failure to pay. 

5. Thi s Office reserves the ri ght to inform the Co urt and the probation office of all facts 

pertinent to the sentencing process, including all re levant information concerning the offenses 

comm itted, whether charged or not, as we ll as concerning the defendant and the defendant 's 

background. Subj ect only to the express terms of any agreed-upon sentencing recommendations 

contained in thi s agreement, this Office furth er reserves the right to make any recommendation as 

to the quality and quantity of punishment. 

6. This Office agrees that it will recommend at sentenc ing that the Co urt reduce by two 

levels the Sentencing Guidelines leve l applicable to the defendant's offense, pursuant to Section 

3E l .1 (a) of the Sentencing Guidelines, based upon the defendant 's recognition and affi rmative and 

timely acceptance of personal responsibility. If at the time of sentencing the defendant's offense 

level is determined to be 16 or greater, this Office w ill file a motion requesting an additional one 

level decrease pursuant to Section 3E 1.1 (b) of the Sentenc ing Guidelines, stating that the defendant 

has ass isted authorities in the investigation or prosecution of the defendant 's own misconduct by 

timely notifying authorities of the defendant' s intention to enter a plea of gu ilty, thereby permitting 

the government to avoid preparing for tri a l and permitting the government and the Court to a llocate 

their resources efficiently. This Office further agrees to recommend that the defendant be 

sentenced at the low end of the Guideline range, as that range is determined by the Court. This 

Office, however, w ill not be required to make this motion and these recommendations if the 

defendant: (1) fa il s or refuses to make a full , accurate and complete di sc losure to the probation 

office of the circumstances surrounding the re levant offense conduct; (2) is fo und to have 

mi srepresented facts to the government prior to entering into this plea agreement; or (3) commits 

any mi sconduct after entering into this plea agreement, including but not limited to committing a 

state or federal offense, v io lating any term of release, or making fa lse statements or 
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misrepresentations to any governmental entity or officia l. 

7. The defendant agrees that he shall cooperate fu lly with thi s Office by : (a) prov iding 

truthfu l and complete information and test imony, and producing documents, records and other 

ev idence, when called upon by this Offi ce, whether in inte rviews, before a grand j ury, or at any 

trial or other Court p roceeding; (b) appeari ng at such grand jury proceedings, hearings, trials, and 

other judicial proceedings, and at meetings, as may be required by this Office; and (c) if requested 

by this Offi ce, working in an undercover ro le under the superv ision of, and in compliance w ith, 

law enfo rcement offi cers and agents. In addition, the defendant agrees that he will not protect any 

person or entity through fa lse info rmation or omiss ion, that he w ill not fa lsely implicate any person 

or entity, and that he that he will not commit any fu rther crimes. 

8. Thi s Office reserves the right to evaluate the nature and extent of the defendant ' s 

cooperation and to make that cooperation, or lack thereof, known to the Court at the time of 

sentencing. If in the so le and unrev iewable judgment of this Office the defendant's cooperati on 

is of such quality and sign ifi cance to the investigation or prosecution of other criminal matters as 

to warrant the Court ' s downward departu re fro m the advisory sentencing range calculated under 

the Sentencing Guidelines and/or any app licable minimum mandato ry sentence, this Office may 

make a moti on prior to sentencing pursuant to Section 5K 1.1 of the Sentencing Gu idelines and/or 

T itle 18, United States Code, Secti on 3553(e), or subsequent to sentencing pursuant to Rul e 35 of 

the Federal Rul es of Criminal Procedure, info rming the Court that the defendant has provided 

substantia l ass istance and recommending that the defendant ' s sentence be reduced. T he defendant 

understands and agrees, however, that nothing in thi s agreement requires this Office to fil e any 

such motions, and that thi s Offi ce ' s assessment of the quality and sign ificance of the defendant' s 

cooperation shall be binding as it relates to the appropriateness of thi s Office's filing or non-fi ling 

of a moti on to reduce sentence. 

9. The defendant understands and acknowledges that the Court is under no obligation to 
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5 
grant a motion fo r reduction of sentence fil ed by thi s Office. In addition, the defendant furth er 

understands and acknowledges that the Court is under no obligation of any type to reduce the 

defendant ' s sentence because of the defendant ' s cooperati on. 

10. It is understood that should the defendant knowingly prov ide incomplete or untruthful 

testimony, statements, or information pursuant to this agreement, or should the defendant fa lse ly 

implicate or incriminate any person, or should the defendant fa il to vo luntarily and unreservedly 

disclose and prov ide full , complete, truthful , and honest knowledge, info rmation, and cooperation 

regarding any of the matters noted herein, the fo ll owing conditions shall app ly : 

(a) The defendant may be prosecuted fo r any perjury or fa lse declarati ons, if 

any, committed while testi fy ing pursuant to thi s agreement, or fo r obstruction of justice. 

(b) The United States may prosecute the defendant fo r the charges which are to 

be dismissed pursuant to thi s agreement, if any, and may e ither seek re instatement of or refil e such 

charges and prosecute the defendant thereon in the event such charges have been dismissed 

pursuant to thi s agreement. With regard to such charges, if any, which have been di smissed, the 

defendant, being fully aware of the nature of a ll such charges now pending in the instant case, and 

be ing further aware of defendant's ri ghts, as to all fe lony charges pending in such cases (those 

offenses punishable by imprisonment for a term of over one year), to not be he ld to answer to said 

fe lony charges un less on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, and further being aware that 

all such felony charges in the instant case have heretofore properly been returned by the indictment 

of a grand jury, does hereby agree to reinstatement of such charges by decision of any order 

di smiss ing them or, a lternatively, does hereby waive, in open court, prosecuti on by indictment and 

consents that the United States may proceed by info rmation instead of by indictment with regard 

to any fe lony charges which may be di smissed in the instant case, pursuant to thi s plea agreement, 

and the defendant furth er agrees to wai ve the statu te of limitations and any speedy trial c laims on 

such charges. 
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(c) The United States may prosecute the defendant fo r any offenses set fo rth 

herein, ifany, the prosecution of whi ch in acco rdance w ith thi s agreement, the United States agrees 

to fo rego, and the defendant agrees to waive the statute of limitations and any speedy tria l cla ims 

as to any such offenses. 

(d) The government may use against the defendant the defendant's own 

admiss ions and statements and the info rmation and books, papers, documents, and obj ects that the 

defendant has fu rni shed in the co urse of the defendant's cooperation w ith the governm ent. 

(e) The defendant will not be permi tted to w ithdraw the guilty pleas to those 

counts to which defendant hereby agrees to plead in the instant case. 

(f) This Office may decide not to support or w ill w ithdraw any request fo r S 

Vi sa Class ificat ion or proposa l fo r any other immigration benefit for the defendant. 

11 . Thi s Office and the defendant agree that, although not binding on the probation office 

or the Co urt, they will j o intly recommend that the Court make the fo llowing findi ngs and 

conc lusions as to the calcul ation of the Sentencing Guidelines: 

Base Offense Leve l, Secti on 2S l .1 (a)(2) + 8 

Plus Loss Amount Over $3 ,500,000, Section 2B 1.1 table + 18 

Plus § 1957 Conv iction, Section 2S 1.1 (b )(2)(A) + 1 

This Office and the defendant agree that no additi ona l enhancements apply. The above calculation 

results in an adj usted offense level of 24, after acceptance of responsibility per paragraph 6 of this 

agreement, and corresponds to a sentencing range of 51 to 63 months, assuming the defendant fa lls 

w ithin Criminal Hi story Category I. 

12 . The defendant is aware that the sentence has not yet been determined by the Court. 

The defendant a lso is aware that any estimate of the probable sentencing range or sentence that the 

defendant may receive, whether that estimate comes fro m the defendant 's attorney, this Office , or the 

p robat ion offi ce, is a prediction, not a prom ise, and is not binding on thi s Offi ce, the probati on office 

Case 1:22-cr-20169-JEM   Document 53   Entered on FLSD Docket 07/19/2022   Page 6 of 10



7 
or the Court. The defendant und erstands further that any recommendation that this Office makes to 

the Court as to sentencing, whether pursuant to this agreement or otherwise, is not binding on the Court 

and the Court may disregard the recommendation in its entirety. The defendant understands and 

acknowledges, as previously acknowledged in paragraph 2 above, that the defendant may not 

withdraw his plea based upon the Court's decision not to accept a sentencing recommendation made 

by the defendant, this Office, or a recommendation made jointly by the defendant and this Office. 

13. The defendant knowingly and vol untaril y agrees to the entry of a forfeiture money 

judgment against him in the amount of $140,000.00 (hereinafter, the "Forfe iture Money 

Judgment"), wh ich he agrees is a sum of money equal in value to property constituting, or derived 

from , proceeds obtained by the defendant as the result of the violations to which he agree to plead 

guilty herein, and the property used, or intended to be used , in any manner or part, to comm it, or to 

facilitate the commiss ion of such vio lations. 

14. The defendant knowingly and vo luntari ly agrees to waive hi s right to a hearing, 

pursuant to Fed. R. Crim. P. 32.2(b)( l )(A), to determine the amount of the Forfeiture Money 

Judgment. Furthermore, the defendant knowingly and vo luntarily agrees that he sha ll not, in any 

manner, act in opposition to the United States in seeking entry and full satisfaction of the Forfeiture 

Money Judgment. 

15 . The defendant knowingly and voluntar ily agrees to waive the fo llowing rights with 

respect to the forfe iture the entry of the Forfeiture Money Judgment agai nst him: 

(a) All constitutional, legal, and equitab le defenses to such forfeiture; 

(b) Any constitutional or statutory double jeopardy defense or c laim regard ing 

such forfeiture ; 

(c) Any claim or defense to such fo rfe iture brought or raised under the Eighth 

Amendment to the United States Constitution, including, but not limited to , any claim or defense 

of excess ive fine ; and 
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(d) Any right he may have to an appeal of any resulting order of forfeiture 

regarding the Forfeiture Money Judgment. 

16. The defendant also agrees to assist this Office in all proceedings, adm inistrative or 

judicial , involving forfe iture to the United States of any property, including substitute property, 

regardless of its nature or form, real or personal, which the defendant or others known to the 

defendant, have accumulated as a result of illegal activ ities. The ass istance shall include: 

identification of any property subject to forfe iture, agreement to the entry of an order enj o ining the 

transfer or encumbrance of such property, and the transfer of such property to the United States by 

delivery to this Office upon this Office=s request, any necessary and appropriate documentation, 

including consents to forfeiture and quit c laim deeds, to deliver good and marketable title to such 

property. 

17. The defendant is aware that Title 18, United States Code, Section 3742 and T itl e 28, 

United States Code, Section 1291 afford the defendant the right to appeal the sentence imposed in 

this case . Acknowledging this, in exchange for the undertakings made by the Un ited States in this 

plea agreement, the defendant hereby waives a ll rights conferred by Sections 3742 and 1291 to 

appeal any sentence imposed, including any restitution order, or to appeal the manner in w hi ch the 

sentence was imposed, unless the sentence exceeds the maximum permitted by statute or is the 

result of an upward departure and/or an upward variance from the advisory guideline range that 

the Court estab li shes at sentenc ing. Thi s appe llate waiver also includes waiving the right to argue 

on appeal that the statutes to whi ch the defendant is pleading guilty are unconstitutional and/or 

that the admitted conduct does not fall w ithin the scope of the statutes. The defendant further 

understands that noth ing in this agreement shall affect the government's right and/or duty to appeal 

as set forth in Title 18, Un ited States Code, Section 3742(6) and T itle 28, United States Code, 
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Section 129 1. However, if the United States appeals the defendant ' s sentence pursuant to Sections 

3742(b) and 129 1, the defendant sha ll be released fro m the above waiver of appellate rights. By 

signing thi s agreement, the defendant acknowledges that the defendant has discussed the appeal 

waiver set fo rth in thi s agreement with the defendant' s attorney. 

18. The defendant recognizes that p leading gui lty may have consequences with respect to 

the defendant's immigration status if the defendant is not a c itizen of the United States . Under 

federal law, a broad range of crimes are removable offenses, including the offense to which the 

defendant is pleading guilty. Removal and other immigrati on consequences are the subj ect of a 

separate proceeding, however, and defendant understands that no one, includ ing the defendant' s 

attorney or the Court, can predi ct to a certa in ty the effect of the defendant ' s conviction on the 

defendant ' s immigration status. Defendant nevertheless affirm s that the defendant wants to plead 

guilty regardless of any immigration consequences that the defendant ' s plea may enta il , even if 

the consequence is the defendant's automat ic removal from the Uni ted States . 

19. If the defendant requ ests, and in the Office ' s so le and un reviewable judgment the 

defendant ' s deportation to Guatemala at the conclusion of hi s sentence in connecti on with thi s case 

would pose a s ignificant threat to the defendant' s safety, and the Offi ce determines S v isa relief is 

warranted, the Office will recommend to the Department of Just ice that the defendant and, if 

appropriate, other indi viduals, be issued an S Visa Class ifi cati on, it be ing understood that the 

Office has authority only to recommend , and that the decis ion to cert ify the recommendat ion rests 

with the Department of Justi ce, and furth er th at the fi nal decision whether to grant such re li ef rests 

with the Department of Homeland Security. The defendant understands that notw ithstanding the 

Office ' s recommendation that the defendant be issued an S Visa Class ification, p leading guilty 
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could result in the defendant's removal. In accordance with paragraph 18, the defendant 

nevertheless affirms that the defendant wants to plead guilty regardless of any immigration 

consequences that the defendant's plea may entail, even if the consequence is the defendant' s 

automatic removal from the United States. 

20. This is the entire agreement and understanding between this Office and the defendant 

and supersedes any other agreements, understandings, promises, representations, or 

understandings made in the past, including any Kastigar agreement. 

Date: 1- /f- 2/J tz By: 

Date: By: 

Date: By: 

JUAN A TONIO GONZALEZ 
UNITED STA TES ATTORNEY 

.,cdrW ALTER M. NORKIN 
ASSISTANT U.S. ATTORNEY 

ELGELBER, ESQ. 
GERALD GREENBERG, ESQ. 
BA RA R. LLANES, ESQ. 

YS FOR DEFE DANT 
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