
1 

 

 

 NEWSLETTER 
CEELI Institute   Special Villa Dedication Edition    June 2007  

• Villa Gröbovka 
Dedication 

 
• Dedication  

Address by Jus-
tice Sandra Day 
O’Connor, re-
tired Associate 
Justice of the 
U.S. Supreme 
Court 

 
• Remarks by  

President Václav 
Havel, former 
President of the 
Czech Republic 

 
• Remarks by 

Homer E. 
Moyer, Jr., 
CEELI  
Institute  
Founder 

 
• Annual Meeting 

of the Boards of 
the CEELI  
Institute 

 
• Annual Meeting 

Seminar 
 
• The Institute  

Recognizes  
Significant  
Contributions 

Villa Gröbovka Dedicated as the Headquarters 
of the CEELI Institute 

Justice San-
dra Day 
O’Connor, 
CEELI Insti-
tute Foun-
der Homer 
Moyer, and 
President 
Václav Havel 
cut the rib-
bon to offi-
cially dedi-
cate Villa 
Gröbovka as 
the head-
quarters of 
the CEELI 
Institute. 

IN THIS ISSUE 

On 8 June 2007, members of the CEELI Institute Boards and 
guests gathered in Prague to dedicate the renovated Villa 
Gröbovka as the headquarters of the CEELI Institute.   
 
In addition to members of the Institute’s Boards, notable guests 
included: President Václav Havel; Justice Sandra Day O’Connor;  
Ambassadors from Canada, H.E. Michael Calcott; Finland, H.E. 
Jorma Inki; the Netherlands, H.E. Jan Lucas van Hoorn; Pakistan, 
H.E. Athar Mahmood; and the United States, H.E. Richard Graber; 
Chief Justice Thimjo Kondi, Supreme Court of Albania; Judge 
Robert Henry, U.S. Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit; Colleen 
Graffy, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Public Diplomacy, Bureau 
of European & Eurasian Affairs, U.S. State Department; Fernando 
Pombo, President, International Bar Association (IBA); Karen 
Mathis, President, American Bar Association (ABA); Stephen Sal-
yer, President, Salzburg Seminar; Oldřich Černý, Executive Direc-
tor, Forum 2000; Michal Basch, former Mayor, Prague 2; Talbot 
“Sandy” D’Alemberte, Co-Founder of ABA/CEELI;  Thomas Wells, 
Jr., President-Elect Designate of the ABA; Martha Barnett, Chair, 
ABA/CEELI Executive Board; and Dominik Dresel, Great, Great, 
Great-Grandson of Moritz Gröbe. 
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Excerpts  of Justice O’Connor’s Dedication Address: 
 
[I] can’t tell you how wonderful it is to be here for this dedication of this completed 
building, the CEELI Institute....  We hope to help ensure what we call the rule of law in 
many, many nations of the world.  I’d like to say all, but that is probably beyond our 
capacity.  But we hope in much of the world.  And I believe the rule of law is our best 
hope for peace in the world. 
 
[T]he rule of law requires that our legal rules be publicly available and that they be con-
sistently enforced and even-handedly applied.  Aristotle thought that the rule of law was 
nothing less 
than the rule 
of reason bal-
anced by con-
siderations of 
equity so that 
just results 
m a y  b e 
achieved in 
p a r t i c u l a r 
cases.   
 
[O]ne thing 
seems clear 
and that is the 
importance of 
an independ-
ent judiciary 
in achieving 
and maintain-
ing the rule of 
law.... 
 
And I think that we have to ask what independence means.  It doesn’t mean the judge 
is free and independent to decide any crazy thing the judge wants to decide, it’s not 
that.  It means that the judge in applying the law and deciding cases can do so without 
fear of sanction or retribution or punishment by the other two branches of government, 
by the executive or the legislature, because the judge has decided some case in a way 
that one of those branches doesn’t like.  That’s what independence means. It’s inde-
pendence from the other two branches for the purposes of doing the job.   
 
And we need judges who are fair and impartial and free of corruption. Judicial inde-
pendence is not an end in itself, it’s a means to an end; it’s the mechanism to preserve 
the rule of law.  We have to allow judges to make decisions based on the law even if 
those decisions are unpopular with one or both of the other branches of government. 
 
Now, it also requires judicial integrity.  Judges are entrusted with ultimate decisions on 
life and liberty and property and on the duties and rights of our citizens.  They must be 
people who are free from corruption and improper influences. And judges need to be 
well trained and competent. They need to have some experience and training. 
 
It’s the hope of everyone in this room who’s helped create this CEELI Institute that it 
will be a wonderful tool to help provide the essential training, the education, and the 
inspiration to uphold the rule of law. 
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Excerpts  of President Havel’s Remarks: 
 
I have come here specifically to congratulate the CEELI 
Institute for the completion of this beautiful building, for 
this beautiful reconstruction, and for the new seat of this 
institution.  It also seems important to me to remind all 
of us how difficult it is and how much time it takes to 
build the rule of law, especially in a country which was 
long ruled by a totalitarian regime. 
 
In my opinion, the legal system is a kind of reflection or 
projection of a moral order.  Law is to serve justice.  And 
in a country where people were accustomed to injustice 
and a lack of human dignity, it is very difficult to build or 
revive a new system.  Everyone knows and emphasizes 
that the judiciary is one of the three pillars of a democ-
ratic state.  They say so, but it is not clear whether this is 
what they really believe.  I very often encounter situa-
tions, as I actually did just two or three days ago, in 
which the administration or executive power seems to 
believe that the judiciary is subjected to them. 
 
I do appreciate the CEELI Institute, which devotes energy 
in many countries to the education of judges so that they 
become really independent and just judges.  Of course, 
there are countries that are even worse off in this respect 
than the Czech Republic, although this does not mean 
that the problem is solved in the Czech Republic.  So I 
do wish your Institute much success in your future work. 
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It is now our pleasure to dedicate this historic and 
elegant building.  In a city renowned for its breath-
taking cityscape and stunning architecture, Villa 
Gröbovka stands as one of its jewels.  It is a structure 
of which its owner, the City of Prague, and its 
neighbors, the residents of Prague 2, can be justly 
proud…. [I]n and of itself, a building, even a magnifi-
cent one, is, in part, an unrealized promise.  Alone, it 
is a dream that is yet to be completed.  A wonderful 
building can enable us and empower us.  It can in-
spire us to use it well, to match its grandeur, to 
achieve for the human neighborhood what it already 
does for the physical neighborhood.  
 
And so it is with Villa Gröbovka, a handsome build-
ing that should help remind us of the important mis-
sion of the CEELI Institute.  As the home of the 
CEELI Institute, this building will be dedicated to im-
proving the common good, elevating human dignity, 
and strengthening our social fabric by advancing the 
rule of law…. 
 
Indeed, in reflecting on the Institute’s mission of ad-
vancing the rule of law, we are reminded that there 
is an abundance of unfinished business.  So long as 
corruption among public officials is widespread, citi-
zens and taxpayers will be cheated and denied the 
benefits of free market forces, and the rule of law 
will be compromised.  So long as the independence 
and integrity of judges, who safeguard our liberty, 
are undermined, the rule of law will be at risk.  So 
long as human trafficking in record numbers contin-
ues to mock our commitment to human rights and 
human dignity, the rule of law will remain unful-
filled…. 
 
We therefore gather here today to dedicate this noble 
building -- and to dedicate its use to an even nobler 
purpose.  We do so on behalf of thousands of col-
leagues who are found in this proud city, throughout 
this region, and beyond, colleagues for whom the 
rule of law is more than an abstract institutional mis-
sion -- for whom the rule of law continues to be an 
elusive ideal and a daily struggle, but a vital invest-
ment for their families and a hope for the future.  

Excerpts of Homer Moyer’s Remarks: 
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Annual Meeting of the Boards of the CEELI Institute 
 
On 6-8 June, the Boards of the CEELI Institute met in Prague for the Institute’s 2007 An-
nual Meeting.  The business of the Institute was discussed during Committee and Board 
meetings, with social events allowing board members to interact with one another, the 
local legal community, invited speakers and guests.  In the tradition of the Institute’s 
Annual Meeting, during the Annual Meeting Seminar Board members were challenged 
through provocative and engaging discussions with outside experts.  Over 60 Board 
members and guests attended the Seminar.  
 
 
Annual Meeting Attendees 
 
Martha Barnett, Chair, ABA/CEELI Executive Board 
Václav Bartuška, Member of the CEELI Institute Board, Ambassador for Energy Security, Czech Republic 
Michal Basch, former Mayor of Prague 2 
Dana Baschová, Assistant to First Deputy Minister Tomáš Pojar, Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Jana Bauerová, Logistics Assistant, CEELI Institute  
Jiří Bažata, Member of the Board of Director, Skanska, Czech Republic 
Igor Blaževič, Director of Human Rights and Democracy Department, People In Need 
Mary Boies, Board Member, Friends of the CEELI Institute 
Julie Broome, Program Director, CEELI Institute  
Lydia Castle, Attorney 
Professor Vojtěch Cepl, Member of the CEELI Institute International Advisory Board 
Oldřich Černý, Executive Director, Forum 2000 
Professor Lado Chanturia, Member of the CEELI Institute International Advisory Board 
Judge Judy Chirlin, Member of the CEELI Institute International Advisory Board 
Joyce Davis, Associate Director of Broadcasting, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty 
Sandy D'Alemberte, Co-Founder of ABA/CEELI 
Michael Diedring, Executive Director, CEELI Institute 
Gabriela Dlouhá, Head, TRANS Unit, Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Professor Vladimíra Dvořáková, Member of the CEELI Institute Board 
Justice Ardian Dvorani, Supreme Court of Albania 
Mark Ellis, Board Member, Friends of the CEELI Institute 
Pasquale Ferraro, Senior Consultant  
Jonathan Fried, Member of the CEELI Institute International Advisory Board 
H.E. Richard Graber, US Ambassador to the Czech Republic 
Judge Thomas Griffith, Board Member, Friends of the CEELI Institute 
Dagmar Gorman, Partnership Development, CEELI Institute 
Judge Robert H. Henry, Chair of the U.S. Judicial Conference Committee on International Judicial Relations 
Barbara Dillon Hillas, Board Member, CEELI Institute International Advisory Board 
Tonya Johnson, Miller & Chevalier 
Zdenka Kasalíková, Head of Finance and Administration, CEELI Institute 
Justice Thimjo Kondi, Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Albania 
Debra Lee, CEELI Institute Fellow, Language 4Law 
Robert Leventhal, Director, Europe and Eurasia Division (ABA-CEELI), ABA Rule of Law Initiative 
Jan Matěječek, Member of the CEELI Institute Board 
Karen Mathis, President, American Bar Association 
Michael Maya, Deputy Director, ABA Rule of Law Initiative 
Edward Mortimer, Senior Vice President, Salzburg Seminar  
Agnieszka Moskal, Senior Regulatory Counsel, Pfizer 
Homer Moyer, Founder, CEELI Institute 
John Mullen, Board Member, CEELI Institute Board 
Cameron Munter, U.S. Ambassador-designate to Serbia 
Professor Jiří Musil, Board Member, CEELI Institute Board 
Jiřina Nováková, Board Member, CEELI Institute Board 
Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, former Associate Justice of the US Supreme Court 
Theodore Olson, Board Member, Friends of the CEELI Institute 
Dwight Opperman, Board Member, Friends of the CEELI Institute 
Carmen Pombo, Chair, International Bar Association Young Lawyers' Committee 
Fernando Pombo, President, International Bar Association 
Professor Rafael Rubio, Political Consultant and Professor of Constitutional Law at the Universidad Complutense de Madrid 
Martin �olc, former President of the Czech Bar Association 
Stephen Salyer, President & CEO, Salzburg Seminar 
Patricia Stack, Czech Friends of the CEELI Institute 
Karen Staff, Senior Corporate Counsel, Pfizer 
Professor Robert Stein, former Executive Director, American Bar Association 
Norman Thorpe, Secretary/Treasurer, Friends of the CEELI Institute Board  
Simona Trázníková, Residence Manager, CEELI Institute 
Steven Umin, CEELI Institute International Advisory Board 
Ivan Vejvoda, Executive Director, Balkan Trust for Democracy 
Judge John Walker, Board Member, Friends of the CEELI Institute 
Thomas H. Wells, President-Elect Designate, American Bar Association 
Judge Günter Woratsch, Honorary President of the International Association of Judges 
Judge Vladana Woratschová, Member of the CEELI Institute Board 
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Opening Dinner 

(Left to Right) 
 
Jiřina Nováková, Homer 
Moyer and Barbara Dil-
lon Hillas converse be-
fore dinner 

Homer Moyer welcomes mem-
bers of the Board and guests to 
dinner in the Reading Room 
(Left to Right) Justice O’Connor, 
Ambassador Richard Graber, 
Beret Moyer and Judge Robert 
Henry 

(Right to Left) 
 
Mary Boies, Ted 
Olson and Lady 
Booth Olson 
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U.S. Ambassador-
Designate Cameron 
Munter and his wife, 
Marilyn Wyatt 

Robert Henry and 
Judy Chirlin 

Opening Dinner 
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Meeting of the Boards of the Institute 

(Left to Right) 
 
Mark Ellis, Sandy D’Alemberte 
and Jonathan Fried 

(Left to Right) 
 
Ted Olson, Tom Griffith, Karen Staff, 
Aggie Moskal, Julie Broome, Michael 
Diedring, Lado Chanturia and John 
Walker 
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Annual Meeting Seminar 
 
The Fourth Estate: Its Critical Rule in Societies Transitioning to Democracy & 
Free Market Systems 
Stephen Salyer, President & CEO, Salzburg Seminar, former President, Public Radio In-
ternational; Joyce Davis, Associate Director of Broadcasting, Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty; Ivan Vejvoda, Executive Director, Balkan Trust for Democracy; Moderator: Ed-
ward Mortimer, Senior Vice President, Salzburg Seminar, former Director of Communi-
cations for Kofi Annan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Case Study:  Challenges in a Pre-Transition Society – Advancing the Rule of 
Law & Protecting Human Rights in Cuba 
Igor Blaževič, Director of Human Rights and Democracy Department and One World 
Film Festival, People in Need; Gabriela Dlouhá, Head, TRANS Unit, Czech Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs; Professor Rafael Rubio, Political Consultant and Professor of Constitu-
tional Law at the Universidad Complutense de Madrid; Moderator: Oldřich Černý, 
Executive Director, Forum 2000 

(Left to Right) 
 
Stephen Salyer, Joyce Davis, 
Edward Mortimer and Ivan 
Vejvoda 

Gabriela 
Dlouhá 

Rafael 
Rubio 

Oldřich 
Černý 

Igor Blaževič 
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Annual Meeting Seminar 
 
Lessons Learned and Mistakes Made: From Czech Student Dissidents to  
Global Reformers 
Václav Bartuška, Ambassador-at-Large for Energy Security, Czech Republic & Member of  
the Board of CEELI Institut, o.p.s.  
 

Václav Bartuška 

Fernando Pombo Vladimíra Dvořáková 

Fernando Pombo and Karen Mathis 

Vojtěch Cepl and Judy Chirlin 
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(Left to Right) 
 
Michael Diedring, Judge John 
Walker, Homer Moyer, President 
Václav Havel, Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor, Mary Boies and Judge 
Robert Henry 

(Left to Right) 
 
Homer Moyer, Justice San-
dra Day O’Connor, Presi-
dent Václav Havel, Mary 
Boies, Ted Olson and Judge 
John Walker 

The Mary and David 
Boies  

Reading Room 

The Institute Recognizes Significant Contributions 
 

The Maurice R. Greenberg / Starr Foundation Main Hall 
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The Mission of the CEELI Institute 
 
The CEELI Institute was created as an independent, not-for-profit international provider of post-
graduate, professional legal education to provide high quality, significant, and innovative train-
ing and related activities to develop an international professional community of reformers com-
mitted to the rule of law. Headquartered in Prague, the Institute advances the rule of law 
through training and activities that support the continued development of market economies 
and democratic institutions, and build a respect for human rights in judges and other legal re-
formers in countries in transition.  The visiting instructors at Institute events are international 
experts who volunteer their time and talent as a public service, without pay.     
 
Since its founding in 1999 as a Czech public benefit corporation, the Institute has welcomed to 
Prague over 1,000 participants from 31 countries.  
 
Institute Boards 
 
CEELI Institit, o.p.s. 
 
Management Board   Supervisory Board 
 
Vaclav Bartuška   John Mullen 
Vladimíra Dvořáková    Jiří Musil 
Joel Martin    Jiřina Nováková 
Jan Matĕjček 
Homer E. Moyer, Jr. (Chair) 
Vladana Woratschová 
 

Friends of the CEELI Institute 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Advisory Board 
 
Nancy Anderson, Deputy General Counsel, Microsoft 
Vojtĕch Cepl, Former Justice, Constitutional Court of the Czech Republic 
Milt Cerny, Former President, American Friends of the Czech Republic 
Judy Chirlin, Judge, Los Angeles County Superior Court 
Lado Chanturia, Former Chairman, Supreme Court of Georgia 
Tom Dine, Chief Executive Officer, Jewish Community Federation 
Jonathan Fried, Executive Director for Canada, Ireland and the Caribbean to the International Monetary Fund 
Nancy Gertner, Judge, US District Court for the District of Massachusetts 
Jeffrey Hertzfeld, Founding Partner, Salans 
Barbara Dillon Hillas, Dillon Hillas & Dillon 
Jeffrey B. Kindler, Chief Executive Officer, Pfizer, Inc. 
Harold Hongju Koh, Dean, Yale Law School 
Ernst Markel, Honorary Lifetime President, International Association of Judges 
William Meyer, Partner, Hutchison Black & Cook 
Vance Opperman, Key Investments, Inc. 
Elizabeth Rindskopf Parker, Dean, McGeorge School of Law 
John J. Stack, former President & CEO, Česká spořitelna   
Petar Stoyanov, former President of Bulgaria 
Kimba Wood, Judge, US District Court for the Southern District of New York 
Stephen N. Zack, Partner, Boies, Schiller & Flexner, LLP 
 
Institute Executive Directors    
 
Michael Diedring, 2004 – present    
Joel Martin, 2001 – 2004 
Frank Cooksey, 2000 – 2001 
William Meyer, 1999 – 2000 
 
  

Martha Barnett (ex officio)  
Mary Boies 
Mark S. Ellis  
Judge Thomas B. Griffith   
Henry Horbaczewski 
 
H.E. Ambassador C. Boyden Gray 
(emeritus) 

Dwight D. Opperman 
Homer E. Moyer, Jr. (President)  
Theodore B. Olson 
Norman Thorpe (Treasurer) 
Judge John M. Walker, Jr. 
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CEELI Institute Staff 
 
Michael Diedring, Executive Director  
Zdenka Kasalíková, Head of Finance/Administration 
Julie Broome, Program Director   
Barbara Dillon Hillas, World Bank Project Manager 

CEELI Institut, o.p.s. 
Havličkovy sady 58 
120 00 Prague 2 
Czech Republic    
   
Tel:  +420 222 520 100 
Fax:  +420 222 518 576 
office@ceeli-inst.org 
www.ceeli-institute.org 

Patrons 
$250,000 and Above 
The Starr Foundation 
C. Boyden Gray 
US Agency for International 
Development (USAID) 
UK Department for International 
Development (DFID) 
International Legal Assistance 
Consortium (ILAC) 
Mary and David Boies 
Thomas V. Girardi 
Microsoft Corporation 
World Bank 
C.S. Mott Foundation 
 
Benefactors 
$50,000 to $249,999 
ExxonMobil 
National Judicial College 
Pfizer, Inc. 
ABA/CEELI 
Česká Spořitelna 
LexisNexis Group 
Dwight D. Opperman 
Foundation 
Pharmaceutical Researchers 
and Manufacturers of America 
(PhRMA) 
Chemonics International, Inc. 
National Endowment for 
Democracy (NED) 
America-Mideast Educational 
and Training Services, 
Inc. (AMIDEAST) 
DOJ/OPDAT 
Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 
Dwight D. Opperman 
Vance Opperman 
Kimberly-Clark 
Baker Hughes 
Skanska CZ a.s. 
 

Supporters 
$10,000 to $49,999 
Czech Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 
Homer E. Moyer, Jr. 
Norwegian Refugee Council 
Colgate-Palmolive Company 
Charles Renfrew 
Tyco International 
 
Friends 
Up to $10,000 
Kathryn Ainsworth 
Arizona Community Foundation 
Victor Aronow 
Harriet Babbitt 
Roland Bassett 
George Blow 
Cindy A. Bodin 
Harold Bonacquist 
Orna Bresler 
John Brett 
Mark Brzezinski 
Kermit Bye 
Milton Cerny 
Judith Chirlin 
Howard Dana 
Talbot “Sandy” D’Alemberte 
Harrison G. Dickey 
Antonia Dolar 
Mark P. S. Edward 
Mark Ellis 
J. David Ellwanger 
Daniel Fitzgibbon 
Rudy Gerber 
Thomas Geu 
Thomas B. Griffith 
William Hallock 
Roderick Hills 
Henry Horbaczewski 
A.E. Dick Howard 
Joseph Jones 
Max Kampelman 
 

Friends (continued) 
Elizabeth Lacy 
Evelyn Lance 
Karen Lash 
Christopher Lehmann 
Andrew Lester 
Paul A. Magnuson 
Nicholas Mansfi eld 
Christel Marquardt 
Joel Martin 
Matthew McHugh 
John J. McMahon 
William Meyer 
Abner Mikva 
Miller & Chevalier Foundation 
Suzanne Morrison 
John Mullen 
Patricia Noonan 
Steven Olson 
Theodore Olson 
Sandra Day O’Connor 
Terry Peppard 
Mary Noel Pepys 
Claire Reade 
Walter Raymond 
Richardson Foundation 
Stephen Ryan 
John D. Scanlon 
Donna Stinson 
Richard Thompson 
Norman Thorpe 
James Tierney 
John Tunheim 
Ann Twiford 
Steven Umin 
Robert Utter 
Jay Vogelson 
Patricia Wald 
John M. Walker, Jr. 
Don Wallace 
William Walters 
Marsha Weinerman 
Kimba Wood 
 
 
In-Kind Contributors 
Professional Services 
White & Case 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Baker & McKenzie 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges 
Havel & Holásek 

CEELI Institute Contributors  

The CEELI Institute has launched a long-term cam-
paign to secure funds for its future.  Contributions can 
be made to The Friends of the CEELI Institute, a U.S.-
based 501(c)(3) entity.   Gifts of any size are welcome, 
and are tax deductible as provided by U.S. law. 

Simona Trázníková, Residence Manager 
Dagmar Gorman, Partnership Development 
Debra Lee, CEELI Institute Fellow, Language4Law 
Jana Bauerová, Logistics Assistant 

Friends of the CEELI Institute 
740 15th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
USA 
 
Tel:  +1 202 662 1950 
Fax:  +1 202 662 1597 


