Lawrence B. Gibbs
SENIOR COUNSEL
With over 50 years of experience in the federal tax area, Larry Gibbs counsels senior
executives of large businesses about their most demanding tax planning, Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) controversy, Congressional and litigation matters. He often works with other
Miller & Chevalier lawyers, as well as the clients' tax professionals to help develop clients'
solutions.
Mr. Gibbs' clients include businesses, tax-exempt organizations (including public charities,
private foundations and retirement plans), wealthy individuals and families. Market
commentators from Chambers have described Mr. Gibbs as "a driven person with a wealth
of experience at the IRS and outstanding in dispute resolution matters."

lgibbs@milchev.com
(202) 626-6005
PRAC TIC ES

Mr. Gibbs also has served as an expert witness in a significant number of large civil, and to
a lesser extent criminal defense, cases. His generalist tax background and understanding of
the federal tax law and tax system, combined with the more specialized knowledge of other
tax professionals at Miller & Chevalier, enable him to provide in-depth expertise on a broad
spectrum of federal tax issues.

Tax Controversy & Litigation
Tax Planning & Financial
Products
Tax Policy

REPRES ENTATIVE ENGAGEMENTS
EDUC ATION

LL.B., The University of Texas
School of Law, with honors,
1963
B.A., Yale University, magna
cum laude, 1960

Counseled senior executives of a Fortune 50 company and their litigation attorneys about
positions to take and supporting arguments to make in developing their legal position and
approach to their "bet-the-company" tax litigation with the IRS.
Counseled with a major charity's top executives and coordinated with their legislative
affairs and media staffs concerning the charity's approach to deal with proposed
legislation and possible Congressional hearings that could have detrimental consequences
to its reputation and operations.
Advised Chief Tax Officer of a Fortune 10 company about revising company's approach
to IRS National Office attorneys, who initially refused to rule, in order to obtain a
favorable private letter ruling to enable the company to restructure an important proposed
transaction required by another federal agency for regulatory purposes before the
agency's deadline.
Served as testifying expert witness in lengthy, substantial Dutch litigation concerning the
U.S. federal income tax consequences of complex European corporate restructuring
arrangements to compensate U.S. executives of a worldwide commodity trading
company.
Served as testifying expert witness in separate trials to a judge and before a jury to enable
clients to defend against a proposed termination of commercial real estate venture and
judicial sale of all business properties, testimony that detailed the federal tax
consequences of any such sale or, alternatively, a liquidation of venture and distribution of
venture's properties.
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Advised top executives at Fortune 100 companies about how to respond to requests for
company's sensitive tax information by U.S. Senate Permanent Subcommittee on
Investigations that was in the process of determining whether to subpoena the company
to publicly appear before the Subcommittee. On one occasion, advised about issues
arising in connection with an appearance and sworn testimony before the Subcommittee.
Advised executives of large (100+ partners) partnership, which had been involved in
controversy with IRS for 10 years with proposed income adjustments exceeding $250
million, to adopt a strategy that led to a settlement for less than 5% of amount in
controversy and an IRS agreement to issue no-change audit reports for all later years.
Advised executives of Fortune 100 company that was prevented by a proposed Treasury
Regulation with a retroactive effective date from refinancing its outstanding debt
structure to develop a strategy to persuade Treasury Department, prior to issuing final
regulations, to take an action that permitted the client to proceed with its refinancing.
Advised top executives at large charities -- including a major community hospital, one of
largest U.S private schools and a foundation supporting all athletic programs at a major
state university -- that had received proposed revocations of their tax exemption from
the IRS to adopt different strategies to resolve all issues without loss of exemption.
Counseled with prominent attorneys and certified public accountants about disciplinary
actions proposed by the IRS Office of Professional Responsibility (OPR) about
approaches tailored to each professional's circumstances in order to enable them to
persuade OPR to significantly reduce or eliminate the sanctions proposed against them.
Advised a variety of businesses about the policies and procedures of the IRS
Whistleblower Office and how to recognize and minimize potential whistleblower risks at
the company and during the company's dealings with IRS.
GOVERNMENT EXPERIENC E

Commissioner, Internal Revenue Service, 1986 - 1989
Assistant Commissioner (Technical), Internal Revenue Service, 1973 - 1974
Acting Chief Counsel, Internal Revenue Service, 1973
Deputy Chief Counsel, Internal Revenue Service, 1972
RANKINGS AND REC OGNITION

ABA Section of Taxation Distinguished Service Award, 2014
Pillar of Excellence Award, Tax Council Policy Institute, 2013
Distinguished Service Award, Tax Executives Institute, 1988
Kenneth H. Liles Award for Distinguished Service, Federal Bar Association, 2007
Alexander Hamilton Award, U.S. Department of the Treasury, 1989
Top Ten Outstanding Washington, DC Tax Attorneys, Legal Times, 2005

Chambers USA: Tax (District of Columbia), 2003 - 2019
International Tax Review: Tax Controversy Leaders (U.S.), 2015
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Chambers Global: Tax: Corporate (United States), 2008 - 2010
Legal 500: Tax: Contentious, 2007, 2009, 2016
Washington’s Top Lawyers: Tax ( Washingtonian Magazine), 2007 - 2016

The Best Lawyers in America®: Litigation & Controversy - Tax, 1991 - 2020
The Best Lawyers in America®: Tax Law, 2018 - 2020
Washington, DC Super Lawyers®: Tax, 2007 - 2019
Who's Who Legal: Corporate Tax, 1998 - 2016
Who's Who in American Law®
AFFILIATIONS

Member, Tax Council Policy Institute Planning Committee (2010-2015)
Fellow, American College of Tax Counsel
Member, American Law Institute
Advisory Trustee, The Southern Federal Tax Institute
Member, Board of Directors, Tax Analysts
Member, Committees on Government Relations, Formulation of Tax Policy, and
Administrative Practice, Taxation Section, American Bar Association
ADMIS S IONS

Bar Admissions
District of Columbia
Texas
Court Admissions
United States Supreme Court
United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit
United States District Court for the Northern District of Texas
United States District Court for the Southern District of Texas
United States Tax Court
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